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Guidelines for Preparing and Submitting a Drilling Plan 

Performing an exploration or production well for oil/gas purpose requires a drilling plan 
(referred to as: Drilling Plan). This plan is a detailed document that contains all the criteria 
used to design a well. The plan is the outcome of a complex planning process requiring 
collaboration of many professionals from different disciplines. 

Below are the guidelines for preparing and submitting the drilling plan: 

1. The drilling plan must be submitted to the Petroleum Commissioner (referred to as 
the PC) in two hard copies and on digital format, 90 days prior to the estimated date 
that drilling will commence. The plan must contain the following subjects, at least: 

 Geological description, lithology, predicted pressure in the subsurface and 
formation reservoir, profile of pressures during drilling, properties of the drilling 
fluid. 

 A list of wells drilled within an approximate radius of 2 km of the planned well 
(including a survey of the detailed information such as logs, DDRs, etc.). 

 Description of the well, type of drilling: horizontal/directional/vertical including 
a full explanation on the prevailing criteria for the selected path and inclination. 

 A full detailed casing selection and their seating depth, with full explanation on 
the prevailing criteria. 

 A full explanation of the prevailing criteria on the selected BHA (bottomhole 
assemblies) for each hole section. 

 A full detailed explanation on drilling bits strategy. 

 A full detailed drilling fluid program for each hole section. This must be 
accompanied by the prevailing criteria for its selection. 

 A full Integrity test of the casing. 
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 Shoe integrity test (LOT/FIT), and criteria for the selection of it. 

 A full detailed cement program with well defined tops, weight and 
characteristics for each section of the well. 

 Blow out prevention strategy and full contingency plan. 

 Wellhead/Xtree selection criteria. 

 Details of logging strategy (open/cased logging, pressure, temperature, cores, 
etc.) with pros and cons, as well as expected problems and mitigation 
strategies.. 

  A full completion design and completion fluid program criteria with full 
explanation on the prevailing criteria. 

 Full analysis of expected hazardous fluids (H2S, CO2, and others). 

 Full plugging and abandonment program. 

2. After the documents have been prepared, submitted by the operator, and 
accepted by the PC, an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) must be 
submitted on a form available on the Ministry website. 

3. The drilling plan must comply with Good Oilfield Practice. To do so, the 
drilling plan must be submitted using the accepted standards in the 
petroleum industry such as the Norwegian NORSOK D-010 (Rev. 4, June 
2013), or equivalent standards. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Michael Belinsky 
HSE Senior Coordinator 

 
[signature] 

 Dr. Victor Bariudin 
Head of Engineering 
Inspection Division 

[signature] 
 

http://energy.gov.il/Subjects/OilSearch/Documents/Drilling/ApplicationPermitDrillAPD.pdf

